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statements at different times furnished by Mr. Hutchin-
son's representatives, it would seem that he lent money
to the rajah, and also made engagements, in his private
capacity, with that prince, for the supply of pepper, the
same article which, as commercial resident at Anjengo?
it was his duty to provide for the Company's investment.
Your committee deem it important here to remark, that
by the court's orders to the government of Bombay, dated
the 4th of July, 1777, all loans of money by the Com-
pany's servants " to any of the zemindars or people in
government were positively forbid in future, on pain of
suspension from our service;" and with respect to trans-
actions in pepper, the article which it was Mr. Hutchin-
son's principal duty to see was regularly delivered to the
Company, it is observable that, in the year (1795) in
which Mr. Hutchinson entered into a pepper contract with
the rajah in his private capacity, which involved the for-
feiture by his highness of pecuniary penalties in the event
of the pepper not being delivered, Mr. Hutchinson, in his
public capacity as commercial resident, actually informed
the Bombay government (vide Bombay Commercial Con-
sultations, 15th May, 1795) that he apprehended the rajah
was intending to " defraud the Company of their rights
by gaining time to dispose of their pepper in other chan-
nels. Indeed," added Mr^Hutchinson, " from what Mr.
Dyne writes, there is pepper lodged on several parts of
the coast, and he has actually been shipping off at Alep-
pie. I am persuaded the dewan has received more money
for pepper, both from the Company and others, than he
is able to furnish of that article, and wishes to give all
parties a proportion this year."
Towards the close of the year 1797 Mr. Hutchinson
died, and a few months after the rajah died also.
A considerable debt was at this time claimed to be due
to Mr. Hutchinson, and it appears that his representative